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Continuation of Box No II: 

The international application does not comply with the requirements of unity of invention because it does not relate to 
one invention or to a group of inventions so linked as to form a single general inventive concept In coming to this 
conclusion the International Searching Authority has found that there are different inventions as follows: 

1 . Claims 1-4 relate to the apparatus for compacting fine particulate earth or sand material around an elongate 
member laid in a trench. It is considered that the feature of the apparatus including at least one disc member 
having a plurality of teeth like formations around its periphery and mount means for the at least one disc 
member permitting the disc member to roll through the fine particulate material comprises a first "special 
technical feature". 

2. Claims 5-9 are directed to the equipment for spreading and levelling fine particulate earth or sand material 
already deposited in the base region of a preformed trench. It is considered that the feature of the equipment 
including cross brace means for maintaining spacing of the side walls and wall means closing a cross-sectional 
zone of the equipment between the side walls having a lower edge adapted to provide a level surface to the 
fine particulate material spread by the side wall means comprises a second special technical feature. 

Since the above-mentioned groups of claims do not share any of the technical features identified a "technical 
relationship" between the inventions, as defined in PCT rule 13.2, does not exist. Accordingly the international 
application does not relate to one invention or to a single inventive concept, a priori. 

Claims 1 0-14 are directed to a method of laying and embedding a pipeline or similar elongate member in a 
trench, the method including the steps of using both the apparatus for compacting fine particulate earth or sand 
material around an elongate member laid in a trench and the equipment for spreading and levelling fine particulate 
earth or sand material already deposited in the base region of a preformed trench. These claims may therefore in 
essence be grouped with either claims 1-4 or claims 5-9. 
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Remark on Protest 


□ 
□ 
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